
2011 Conference Report 

Southern Latitudes, the 39th annual conference of the Australian and New Zealand Map Society Conference was held at the State Library of New South Wales in Sydney, Tuesday 24 May - Friday 27 May. It had been nearly twenty years since the last conference was convened at the State Library, and the Mitchell Library setting added much to the experience. 

The conference commenced on Tuesday night with the Welcome Drinks sponsored by the Mitchell Librarian, Paul Brunton. On display for the evening was the Tasman map presented to the Library in 1931. The conference crowd then stayed on for the launch of the latest book by Professor Robert Clancy, written with Paul Harcombe, The Maps that shaped Australia. Sponsored by the Land and Property Management Authority the launch featured a very enthusiastic audience and some excellent food.

The conference was opened officially on Wednesday morning by Rob Thomas, map enthusiast and President of the Library Council and State Library Foundation, followed by a Welcome from Dr Martin Woods, President of ANZMapS.

Over the next two days 20 papers were presented on a variety of topics including the continuing mystery of Java la Grande, the charting and naming of Australia and the mapping of Antarctica. A particular highlight was a fascinating presentation by Frederik Muller on a newly discovered map of the Pacific. Fries’ Tabula moderna alterius hemispherii, 1525, is a manuscript map of the Western hemisphere which, according to Muller, is a missing map in all Ptolomeic atlases (map 51). The presentation summarised the steps taken to determine the dating and authorship of this rare map.  The rare map was on display at the Library over the first two days of the conference.
A feature of the conference program was a changing display of maps from the Library’s collection based on the theme of each session. For example, the beautiful facsimile of the Vallard Atlas published in 2008 was on display during the first session when Allen Mawer and Andrew Ellison discussed the various theories on the existence of a southern continent. Another excellent presentation on the first day was given by John Robson on the career of marine surveyor, John Lort Stokes who sailed with Darwin on the voyage of the Beagle.

On Thursday, in the final session of the conference, Larry Robbins gave an entertaining account of the resurveying of Dusky Sound including Pickersgill Harbour, between 1994 and 1998. The survey updated charts prepared by James Cook over 200 years previously.

The conference dinner was held on Thursday evening at Cellos in the Castlereagh Hotel. It was a very Edwardian setting for a formal dinner with Paul Brunton giving an entertaining account on the provenance of a few of the Library’s greatest treasures. A highlight of the evening was the proactive approach of the Society’s President when the catering staff decided to clean the cutlery in the middle of Paul’s presentation. Picking up the cutlery drawer from the surprised waitress, Martin walked into the kitchen and deposited the tray out of earshot.
On the final morning of the conference attendees were provided with a behind the scenes tour of the National Maritime Museum and the State Library of New South Wales. The staff at the State Library enjoyed the chance to talk to the tour groups, displaying some of the preservation and digitisation work they are undertaking on maps and atlases from the collections. In fact, the conference gave a number of staff at the Library the chance to listen to sessions, meet members of ANZMapS and learn something about the history of maps and mapping in Australia, New Zealand and Antarctica.
After lunch on Friday a workshop was held for Map collection managers and curators. Monika McIntyre and Martin Woods provided updates on recent digitisation projects and online delivery of maps at the State Library of Victoria and the National Library of Australia. Andrew Wilson from the Arts eResearch Unit at the University of Sydney provided a   demonstration of online delivery tools for map collections and images.
The conference closed on Friday afternoon
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