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Australian and New Zealand Map Society, President’s Report, 2010/11

ANZMapS achievements
The 2010 Annual General Meeting ratified the significant constitutional changes reflecting the amalgamation of the New Zealand and Australian societies, and in May 2010 the new Constitution was formally registered. 
Key changes included amendments to the Purposes of the Society, voting and committee representation for tertiary students, a revised structure for the Committee, and changes to membership categories. The revisions not only formalised the merger of the Australian and New Zealand societies, a process commenced in 2008, but it is anticipated will also make the Constitution a more relevant and forward-looking document. 

While the major achievement of the previous committee was to draft the constitutional changes needed for amalgamation, in effect implementation of these changes once ratified, has been quite straightforward, and the current committee was able to turn its attention to the work of renewal and ongoing business.

Last year’s AGM also approved a new Committee format, enlarged from the previous setup. The new committee included the Editor as a standing member, and guaranteed participation of both Australian and New Zealand members. 
The new arrangement has been a boon; more for the additional input than a guarantee of a quorum each meeting. The makeup of the present committee, including state and university library staff, private individuals, collectors, curators from both sides of the Tasman, admirably reflects the interests of the membership, a situation made easier by the expanded number. 

My sincere thanks to the current committee, whose consistent efforts throughout the year have made the task of meeting the Society’s main goals a pleasant and relatively stress free undertaking. Of particular note, the transfer of the Society’s Business Management role to Amy Griffin in Canberra is worthy of mention, after long years of very capable and dedicated effort by John Cain. 

It is necessary for me now to outline some of the other activities of the Society, your committee and members. 
The new ANZMapS website, with the focus more actively on knowledge sharing, was released just prior to last year’s conference. It has been since enhanced to include an effective search engine, and features such as the Map curators and librarians’ toolbox, details of current cartography related courses, map suppliers and other useful links. Regular news items have been added throughout the year, and it is a site both easier to update and well worth visiting. 

Electronic registration has been added for the conference in 2011, making payment and notification to delegates easier and more reliable. And, thanks to our energetic Editor, we now have a Wikipedia webpage!

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_and_New_Zealand_Map_Society
The Newsletter continues to provide a valuable and effective roundup of news and member activity, and in June last year the Alexander Turnbull Library added  the online version of the newsletter to its National Digital Heritage Archive. It has been a stellar year for The Globe, with three issues published since last conference. Electronic access to articles has improved, and I leave the Editor to report on progress in detail. 
Much of the committee’s efforts in the latter part of the year were given over to supporting the present conference, convened by Maps Librarian at the State Library of New South Wales, Maggie Patton. The conference, entitled “Southern Latitudes”, is the 39th. Last year’s conference in Adelaide was an outstanding success, thanks to Greg Wood and his committee. Aside from a successful program and the innovation of a “Bring in a Map” day, the strong attendance furnished additional funds, some of which your committee decided to allocate to the Society’s annual prizes. This year, the recipients of both the Dorothy Prescott and Patricia Alonso Memorial prizes are to be awarded $500 each.
The winner of the Dorothy Prescott prize in 2010 was Mr Mac Benoy, for his paper and presentation on The Todd Weather‐map Digitisation Project.  Mac’s paper ably demonstrated the role of the Astronomer General of South Australia Charles Todd in the foundation of meteorological services in Australia, and has since been published in The Globe. . In August 2010, the Patricia Alonso Memorial Prize to the student with the best third year results in the Bachelor of Applied Science - Cartography and Geographical Visualisation degree at RMIT University, was awarded to Richard Syme. Greg Eccelston presented the prize on behalf of the Society. Richard is now a Geospatial Analyst with Aurecon.
The RMIT degree has now been replaced by the Bachelor of Science (Geospatial Science), and will continue to receive our support. In the past the Patricia Alonso prize has been awarded alternately by the Australian Map Circle and Mapping Sciences Institute, Australia (MSIA), however by agreement with MSIA, ANZmapS is now the sole awarder of the prize.
Efforts have been made to establish contact with other educational institutions to explore potential for similar prizes in partnership with ANZMapS, and it is hoped the new committee will follow this through.
The committee has also taken steps to formalise cooperation with the MSIA in holding shared conferences, and a preliminary meeting has been held to undertake a joint conference in 2012.
Collection projects

I have taken the liberty this year to outline several of the major projects relating to maps under way in some of the larger libraries, and which attracted media attention. 
In 2009 the National Library of Australia (NLA) introduced the Trove service, and it has worked assiduously to add catalogue records from libraries and a range of other collections since. The content comes from the NLA, over 1000 libraries around Australia and other cultural and educational organisations in the region. Though traditionally maps cataloguing has been less well resourced in some institutions, there is an individual Trove page for access to Maps, including series, printed sheets, atlases, globes, aerial photographs, nautical charts and tourist mapping. It is good to note that there are now over 349,000 catalogue records describing maps in Trove, whereas the figure was less than half this when the service began. Notable efforts in this regard include the conversion of more than 16,000 shelf list cards by the State Library of New South Wales, providing access to its important Mitchell map collections , and the addition of many records from several State and Commonwealth departmental or special libraries.
The NLA is nearing completion of its cataloguing of all aerial photographs held in its collections, cover Australia, Papua New Guinea and Antarctica, from 1928 until the 1980s. This has been an undertaking over the past 5 years and may be completed in 2011. 

On the other side of the ledger, the National Library has decided to cease its various directory services, including the Maps Directory, in 2011/12. This is in the main due to low use of these resources while people prefer search engines to locate information about collections. There are now just 56 managed collections listed by the service, a sign of the times when the number of individual collection listed in the 1980s was up to 300.

In January 2011 the National Library of Australia was swamped with requests for maps and other information on historical flood levels, in one night receiving tens of thousands of hits on our catalogue records for two flood maps. Thus prompted us to digitise the maps and place them online, both via our normal MrSiD delivery system, and for direct download. Risk Frontiers at Macquarie University subsequently created GIS files of the flood contour in both ArcGIS and MapInfo format, and made these accessible.

The State Library of New South Wales completed digitisation of the Sir William Dixson Map collection, of over 1100 rare maps. The maps team also enterered into a joint project with the LPMA and State Records to provide access to the Historical Lands database at the Library, formerly only available at the Lands office.
The State Library of Victoria also holds many important, rare and fragile maps that require careful treatment, storage and handling to ensure they are preserved for future generations. Through a strategic digitisation program, which began more than ten years ago, the Library has converted many original heritage items into digital objects that can be accessed by users online in a variety of ways, and there is a strong focus now on parish map digitisation.
Member News
Over the past year the Sydney Map Group has been re-activated at the State Library of New South Wales. The group comprises map enthusiasts, collectors, former surveyors and librarians, and meetings are held at the State Library.  

There were two events held by the Victorian membership during the year. At its end-of-year function in December 2010, a preview function for the forthcoming book on the Burke and Wills expedition, The Scientific legacy of the Victorian Exploring Expedition, and in April 2011, an event marking the release by the Office of Surveyor General Victoria of the map Early Navigators of Bass Strait 1770 -1803. This work is to a large extent attributable to Greg Eccleston. 

In Canberra, ANZMapS members were involved in the Mapping Sciences Institute’s (MSIA) celebration of 100 years of national topographic mapping 1910-2010, the conference held at the ANU in March 2011. The conference program comprised papers and activities that described every facet the national topographic mapping story. Tours were provided of the National Library’s collections and at Geoscience Australia.

The efforts of individual members are too numerous to list in such a report, but the project “Operation Wandering Souls” is worth singling out. The project comprises a group of Canberra academics, including ANZMapS’ Business Manager and Australian Defence force Academy Lecturer Amy Griffin. This group and Australian Vietnam War veterans are working closely with Vietnamese veterans and officials to help locate some of that country's 600,000 to 800,000 missing war dead, and have mapped each of the 3909 “contacts” between Australians and North Vietnamese forces during the war.

In 2010 Brian Marshall, after 37 years at the University of Auckland, retired from his position as Subject Librarian for Geography, Geology and Environmental Science. Brian was the Map Librarian at the Alexander Turnbull Library for two years before being appointed Geography Librarian at the University of Auckland in 1973, becoming first Senior then Associate Librarian. In 2002 when the Geography Library was amalgamated with the General Library he became the University’s Geography and Environmental Science Librarian. A life member of the Australian and New Zealand Map Society, Brian was a dedicated contributor for the New Zealand Map Society holding positions of President, editor and acting Treasurer at various times with almost unbroken service from 1979 to 2007, followed by serving on the Australian Map Circle Merger working Group in 2008, then Secretary of the newly formed ANZMapS and editor of the Society newsletter in 2009. The New Zealand and Australian Societies are deeply in debt to his efforts. 
In June last year Phil Barton, the Map Librarian at Alexander Turnbull Library 1973-86, died. Phil served with the RAF from 1943 to 1952, and the Royal New Zealand Air Force from 1952 to 1965. He joined the National Library Service in 1965, and worked on Graham Bagnall’s retrospective National Bibliography. His mapping interests included Maori cartography, and mapping the Tararua Ranges, and also contributed a chapter to volume 2 of the History of Cartography (University of Chicago Press). A keen tramper, man of many interests and committees, Phil acted as Secretary and President of the New Zealand Map Society at various times and was a life member of the Society. Note: an obituary will be included in a forthcoming issue of The Globe.
And while we are on the subject of the Alexander Turnbull Library, Mark Bagnall was appointed as the Map Curator at the Alexander Turnbull Library in July 2010 on a fixed term, and the position of  Curator, Cartographic, National Library of New Zealand, Wellington, was formally advertised in May 2011. 

Also passed away in June 2010, Bert Cornelius, one of the founding members of the Australian Map (Curators') Circle in 1973. Bert was long associated with Macquarie University’s audio-visual collections.
In Future

Challenges remain to expand the membership of the Society, and to explore cooperative arrangements with educational and kindred associations to do so.  The constitutional and membership changes implemented in 2009/10 are yet to be fully harnessed, however signs are there. Through its annual conference in recent years your committee has consolidated the Society’s financial position, allowing for improvements to The Globe and the Society’s prizes, I believe steps necessary to demonstrate  its continuing relevance within the cartographic and related sector.  I note also and with satisfaction the inclusion of a session at the annual conference in Sydney of a workshop for map collection managers and curators, to continue to improve the skills and status of persons working with map collections. I wish the incoming committee all the best in meeting the Society’s goals in the coming year. 

I commend this report to the Annual General Meeting of the Australian & New Zealand Map Society, 2011.
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