1

Australian Map Circle Inc.
Minutes of the 2008 Annual General Meeting
3:30pm, Wednesday, February 13, 2008, Te Papa Museum, Wellington New Zealand

1. Attendance and Apologies
1.1 Present
Michael Ross, Dorothy Prescott, Adella Edwards, Bernard Whitfield, Martin Woods, Greg
Eccleston, Anthony Bright, Glenys McIver, Allison Holland, Bill Richardson, Robert J. King, Victor
Prescott, John Cain
1.2 Apologies
Judith Scurfield, Brendan Whyte, Denis Shepard, David Jones, Roger Rees, Effie Rees, Frank
Urban, Dianne Rutherford, Bill Stinson

2. Minutes of Previous Annual General Meeting
The minutes of the 2007 AGM were circulated with AMC Newsletter #97 (April 2007) and copies
were distributed at the meeting.
The minutes were accepted by the meeting (Moved Adella Edwards, Seconded Robert King)

3. Matters Arising from the Minutes
No matters were raised.

4. Presidents Report (Michael Ross)
The Presidents report was tabled and presented by Michael Ross.
The President invited Martin Woods to expand on the Canberra conference. Martin highlighted the
importance of successful sponsorship and collaborative funding from the Spatial Sciences Institute
of Australia. He suggested this should be flagged as a model for the consideration of future
conference conveners. The executive unanimously moved a vote of thanks to Greg Wood for his
role in raising sponsorship for the Canberra conference.
The President also reported that AMC + NZMS was being considered and discussed. Martin
Woods and John Cain will enter into discussions with the executive of NZMS, and a report will be
generated with recommendations to the membership.
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A motion “The membership agree that the Executive begin discussions with the NZ Map Society on
the proposal, and prepare a proposal for consideration by the membership. A special
postal/electronic vote may be held following the distribution of that report”
(Michael Ross moved, Dorothy Prescott seconded) was accepted by the meeting.
Adella Edwards spoke to the possibility of replacing Institutional Membership with sustaining
partnerships with better recognize the importance of the AMC in identifying and providing
continuing professional development to a very specialized membership. She identified the need for
the AMC executive to develop a portfolio for the AMC as a first step to achieving this.
Martin Woods spoke to the importance of Scholarships, and being proactive in supporting
postgraduate research and student involvement in the organization.
Michael Ross concluded with a short statement on the executives work to develop policies and
procedures for the organization, and the creation of a budgeting approach to reviewing and setting
future membership fees.
The meeting accepted the report.

5. Business Managers Report.
The Business Manager's report was tabled and presented by John Cain. As of 31 Dec 2007 the audited
accounts show total funds of $33,641. John alerted members that membership fees were last increased in
1996 and it is likely an increase in membership fees will be needed to match income to expenditure.
The meeting accepted the report.

6. Publication Report
The publication report was tabled and presented by Greg Eccleston.
The meeting accepted the report. (Michael Ross moved)
The meeting accepted a motion which records the AMCs gratitude to Greg for his work on
publications, particularly as editor of the Globe (Michael Ross Moved, John Cain Seconded).
John Cain reported on other publications. Management of the AMC website has been handed to
Adella Edwards. The Newsletter will continue to be produced by Diane Rutherford. As detailed in
issue 100 on the Newsletter, print production has ceased with this issue. This will result in
considerable financial savings, and allow more timely distribution of the newsletter.
Dorothy Prescott raised the issue of lodgement of archival copies of the newsletter. Martin Woods
informed the group of the option of using the Pandora Project to lodge electronic copy.

7. Branch Reports
Melbourne had the only branch activity in 2007, with their annual Christmas function and quiz.

8. Returning Officers Report
No nominations were received by the returning officer, and the delay in delivery of the notice of
meeting may have prevented some members from nominating. The 2007 Executive offered
themselves for election. There were no other nominations from the floor. The current executive
were re-elected.
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Denis Shepard has indicated that he may be unable to serve out the entire year. Michael Ross
indicated that 2008 will be his last year as President, and John Cain also indicated that he would
be pleased to be replaced as Business Manager.
2008 Executive:
President:
Vice-president:
Business Manager:
Secretary:
Relationship Coordinator/
Web Manager:
Newsletter Editor:
Globe Editor:

Michael Ross
Martin Woods
John Cain
Denis Shepard
Adella Edwards
Dianne Rutherford
Brendan White

9. General Business
9.1 The Globe
Greg Eccelston invited questions from the floor. None were forthcoming. Michael Ross
assured those present that the Executive would take on board all of his recommendations
and move forward.
9.2 Name Change
Michael Ross suggested we await the recommendation from Martin and John before this
matter is considered. This was agreed.
9.3 Future Conferences
Adella reported that she and Amy have found it impossible to coordinate a remote
investigation of possibilities for a conference in Adelaide. The State Library was visited by
Brendan, who had reported that their offer was for a venue only.
Adella suggested we may have to consider joining with another conference rather than
trying to provide our own. Greg Eccelston pointed out that this must take place in the first
five months of the calendar year. The membership should be canvassed for appropriate
2009 conferences to join with, or the willingness to organize an AMC conference in 2009.
9.4 Public Officer
Greg Eccelston has resigned as Public Officer. John Cain has agreed to act in that role. It
was arranged for Greg to transfer all necessary paperwork to John.
9.5 Auditing of AMC accounts
It was moved (Greg Eccelston) that the AMC should provide a gift to Ewan Smith for his
auditing of the AMC accounts. Seconded by Victor Prescott, moved.

There being no further business the meeting was closed.
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