Southern Latitudes

39th annual conference of the Australian
and New Zealand Map Society
State Library of New South Wales Sydney Australia
24–27 May 2011

Conference venue

Conference fee

The conference venue is the Dixson Room, Mitchell Library,
State Library of NSW, Macquarie Street, Sydney.
Welcome drinks will be held in the Friends Room, the original
Mitchell Library Reading Room, opened in 1910.

The registration fee of $350 covers attendance at all conference
sessions including lunch, morning and afternoon teas and the
tours on Friday morning. The conference dinner is included
in the full price of registration.

Conference dinner

The Dorothy Prescott Prize

This year’s conference dinner will be held at Cello’s Restaurant
at the Castlereagh Boutique Hotel, 169 Castlereagh Street Sydney.
Dinner will commence at 7 pm.
The dinner will include a presentation by Paul Brunton,
Senior Curator, Mitchell Library, on one of his favourite areas
of expertise, the Charting of the Pacific.

This prize will be awarded to the author presenting the best
conference paper, as judged by a panel appointed by the ANZMapS
President. Dorothy Prescott (OAM) is an Honorary Fellow
at the School of Social and Environmental Enquiry, University
of Melbourne, and received the Order of Australia in June 2003
for services to map librarianship and cartobibliography. The prize
consists of $250 and a certificate awarded to the author.
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	Nearest railway station:
Martin Place
Nearest parking stations:
	Sydney Hospital via Hospital Rd,
Chifley Place via Bent St and at
the Domain via St Marys Rd
Nearest bus stop: Macquarie St
Disabled parking

Welcome
On behalf of the Australian and New Zealand
Map Society, we are delighted to welcome you
to Sydney and to the State Library of NSW for
Southern Latitudes, the 39th Annual ANZMapS
conference. This year’s conference will
explore the naming and charting of the South
Pacific, Indian and Southern oceans, and will
acknowledge the bicentenary of the publication
of the first complete map of Australia by
cartographer Louis de Freycinet in 1811.
Throughout the program we will feature maps
from the Library’s extensive collections.

Welcome Drinks

Tuesday 24 May, 5.30 pm – 7 pm, Friends Room
The original Tasman map, presented to the Mitchell Library by
the Princess George of Greece in 1931, will be on display. The map
is the marble mosaic reproduction which forms part of the floor
of the Mitchell Library vestibule and combines the results of
Tasman’s first (1642–43) and second (1644) voyages with those
of earlier Dutch navigators.
Celebrating Freycinet

A selection of charts of Australia by Louis de Freycinet and
Matthew Flinders — plus other rare items from their landmark
expeditions — is on display in the Dalgety Walkway.
Chart of the Indian Ocean, 1677

The Library’s latest acquisition, a VOC navigational chart of the
Indian Ocean, is on display in the Mitchell Library vestibule.

TUESDAY 24 MAY
5.30 – 7 pm

EARLY REGISTRATION AND WELCOME DRINKS
FEATURING THE TASMAN MAP
Sponsored by the Mitchell Librarian
Friends Room, Mitchell Library, State Library of NSW

THURSDAY 26 MAY
Chair: Larry Robbins
9 – 9.30 am

Kevin Slade

WEDNESDAY 25 MAY
8.30 – 9 am

REGISTRATION: MITCHELL VESTIBULE

9 – 9.15 am

Welcome: Mr Rob Thomas, President of the Library Council of NSW
Chair: Dr Martin Woods, President, Australian and New Zealand Map Society

9.15 – 9.45 am

Incognita: The Incredible
Shrinking Continent
Allen Mawer

9.45 – 10.15 am

Java la Grande
Andrew Eliason

In the absence of first-hand observation, a heady cocktail of folklore, biblical revelation and
geographical theory led medieval Europeans to the view that the southern hemisphere must be
mainly land. That is how they imagined it and how they imaged it. So powerful was the hold of this
received wisdom, that discoveries in the oceans south of the equator — no matter how insignificant
— were greeted as evidence that the expected continental landmasses, rich and fertile, might at last
have been found.
The object of almost all investigations of Java la Grande (the continent depicted south of Java in
the mid sixteenth century world maps and atlases of Dieppe) has been to identify or at least to
understand its coastlines. The absence of documentation (records of voyages, claims of discovery,
etc) means that investigators have had to make do with circumstantial and internal evidence.

10.15 – 10.45 am MORNING TEA

Keynote speaker
The First Map
Documenting Magellan's
Sighting of the Southland
and Sailing of the Pacific:
Fries' Tabula moderna
alterius hemispherii, 1525

9.30 – 10 am

10 – 10.30 am

John Lort Stokes
John Robson

12.15 – 1.15 pm

In this presentation, Frederik Muller will discuss the oldest existing map documenting Magellan’s
circumnavigation, his discovery of the Southland and crossing of the Pacific.
Fries’ Tabula moderna alterius hemispherii, 1525, is the missing map in all Ptolomeic atlases (map 51),
the map of the Western hemisphere. The presentation will summarise the steps taken to determine
the dating and authorship of this rare map. A map which beyond any reasonable doubt was made
by Lorenz Fries before 11 May 1525 and that has not been described, analysed or published before.

John Lort Stokes was part of the hydrographic surveying tradition in the Royal Navy started by
James Cook. He learned his skills on board HMS Beagle around Tierra del Fuego in the 1820s
and was associated with that ship for 20 years. He sailed on her for FitzRoy and Darwin’s famous
circumnavigation in the 1830s. Much of his subsequent, active career was spent in Australasian waters.

1.45 – 2.15 pm

Dr Bronwen Douglas
2.15 – 2.45 pm

Where in the World is
Ulimaroa?
Or, How a Pacific Island
Became the Australian
Continent
Jan Tent

2.45 – 3.15 pm

10.30 – 11 am

11 – 11.30 am

Professor Robert Clancy
3.45 – 4.15 pm

The 150th Anniversary
of the Burke & Wills
Expedition: Reviewing the
Exploration and Mapping
of the Route, and the
Naming of Places, and
Relocating the Royal Park
Departure Camp

This paper revives the original, early 19th century French usage of the term Oceania, which
encompassed New Holland, Van Diemen's Land and the Malay Archipelago, together with the
Pacific Islands, New Guinea and New Zealand. The paper correlates the history of mapping with the
history of ideas about human difference and the imprints of local encounters with places and people
during the heyday of scientific voyaging in Oceania.
Australia had a number of appellations up until the early 19th century. The most enigmatic of
these was Ulimaroa. This name was first used in 1776 by the eccentric Swedish geographer Daniel
Djurberg and subsequently by a number of other European cartographers. The name originates
from Captain James Cook’s 1769–70 visit to New Zealand. A number of authors have attempted to
account for its meaning. This paper reviews their efforts before considering evidence to propose
that Ulimaroa actually referred to an island known to the New Zealand Māori.

Charles Sturt, 1838,
Overlander and Explorer:
Tracing his Journey by
Map and Diary
Christine Kenyon and
Katrina Sandiford

On 5 January 1930, Sir Douglas Mawson made a short flight in a Gipsy Moth aircraft from the
Discovery. He sighted mountains to the south and also reported sighting features well to the east.
The next summer two features were sighted from the ship which Mawson named Murray and Scullin
Monoliths. During the 1930s, Norwegian whalers were also active in the area and named Scullin
Monolith the Klarius Mikkelsen Mountain.

Morning tea

Geographic Information
Systems, Relational
Databases, Gazetteers
and Map Production
Henk Brolsma
The Definition of
Australia’s Maritime
Limits

12 – 12.30 pm

Maritime Boundary
Delimitations North
of Australia

Mark Alcock

Almost all data, including scientific data, has a spatial component and can therefore be plotted
in a Geographic Information System and related to geographic information, maps and gazetteers.
The presentation will show how the Australian Antarctic Division Data Centre has built the
infrastructure and databases to develop a working data centre with the ability to produce and
disseminate digital maps and gazetteers.
The Australian Maritime Jurisdiction stands as one of the three largest in the world, extending over
an area of 13.86 million km2 (including the 2.21 million km2 adjacent to the Australian Antarctic
Territory). The process of defining the extent of the various limits that define this jurisdiction has
been an enterprise commensurate with the size of this jurisdiction.
This paper considers the delimitation of three maritime boundaries. The first separates Papua New
Guinea and Australia in Torres Strait. The second separates Australia from Indonesia and Timor L'Est
in the Timor Sea. The final delimitation concerns a dispute between Indonesia and Timor L'Est north
of the island of Timor. The presentation will include 10 maps.

Chair: Maggie Patton
1.30 – 2.15 pm

The online mapping of
Sydney’s past
Andrew Wilson
GIS Projects Coordinator
Archaeological
Computing Laboratory
University of Sydney

2.15 – 2.45 pm

‘… a most wonderful
piece of mechanism’
Dent marine
chronometer No 53862
and the mapping of
Earth’s magnetic field

This presentation is drawn from a five-year project aimed at collecting contemporary maps that
record events and issues that connect early colonial history with modern Australia. The period
between 1850 and 1950 witnessed the transformation from a set of poorly connected, convictbased colonies administered from England to a modern multicultural society claiming its own space
in world affairs.
University of Melbourne academic and surveyor Frank Leahy has made a close examination of Wills'
field notebooks, diaries and maps, and found that Wills was remarkably accurate in his surveying
and knew precisely where he was along the track and when he reached the Gulf. As new techniques
and data have become available, Leahy has progressively refined his estimations of the route of the
exploration party.

The Dictionary of Sydney project has produced an online encyclopaedia/companion to Sydney’s
history, with the input of many scholarly and community institutions and individuals. The
Archaeological Computing Laboratory has been responsible for developing the online mapping
modules included in this and other projects. This paper will preview the online mapping and discuss
the analysis of historical maps in GIS.

The National Museum of Australia has a collection of 40 marine and survey chronometers including
examples from most of the major makers, ranging from the early-19th century to the mid-1970s.
This paper will trace the working life of the Dent marine chronometer, assembled in London in
1903-05. The Dent was used on the Galilee and the Carnegie vessels engaged in magnetic survey
work around the Pacific Ocean from 1906 to 1921 and it was part of the scientific equipment of
Watheroo Magnetic Observatory in Western Australia.

Denis Shepherd
2.45 – 3.15 pm

AFTERNOON TEA

3.15 – 3.45 pm

Deposing Cook
Larry Robbins

3.45 – 4.15 pm

Successive States: Aaron
Arrowsmith’s 1798 Chart
of the Pacific Ocean
Greg Wood (presented
by Dr Martin Woods)

Cook’s chartlet of Pickersgill Harbour in Dusky Sound NZ was evidently the result of surveys
undertaken while Resolution was moored there for a month in 1773. The chartlet (with some later
soundings by Vancouver added) was reproduced on various navigational charts of the area until
the mid 1990s. HMNZS Monowai (commanded by the author) was tasked to resurvey Dusky Sound
between 1994 and 1998. Pickersgill Harbour was included in the survey plan.
Though the Hydrographic Office of the British Admiralty was established in 1795, it was not until
1814 that it published major charts of the Australian coastline. In fact, until well into the 1830s, it
was private map publishing firms that produced the accessible and authoritative compilations of
the exploration of the Australian coast. One spectacular contribution to this field was Arrowsmith’s
nine-sheet Chart of the Pacific Ocean. Between 1798 and 1832 Arrowsmith’s chart went through at
least six iterations.

5 – 6 pm

ANZMapS AGM

9 – 1 pm

Tours of the Australian
National Maritime
Museum and the State
Library of NSW

Details of the tours will be provided on registration. Transport between the Maritime Museum
and the Library will be provided.

Workshop for map
collection managers and
curators

The workshop will include a demonstration of online delivery tools for map collections presented
by members of the Spatial Sciences Innovation Unit at the University of Sydney.

FRIDAY 27 MAY

Professor Bernie Joyce
4.15 – 4.45 pm

The Discovery and
Mapping of Scullin
Monolith

Professor Victor Prescott

AFTERNOON TEA
Shaping Australia:
1850–1950

The European explorers of the late 18th century reported seals on the coasts and islands of the
southern oceans, and their journals were read carefully by sealing masters and shipowners.

11.30 – 12 pm

Chair: Maggie Patton
3.15 – 3.45 pm

Michael Pearson

12.30 – 1.30 pm LUNCH

The Freycinet Map of 1811: A map by Louis de Freycinet, published in 1811, is widely considered to be the first full map of
The First Complete Map
Australia. The map was an outcome of the French scientific expedition from 1800 to 1804 led by
of Australia?
Nicolas Baudin. With the appearance of Matthew Flinders in the Investigator during the initial
stages of the expedition’s investigations in Australian waters, a competitive element was introduced
Rupert Gerritsen and
in terms of producing the first map of Australia. Both Freycinet and Flinders experienced great
Peter Reynders
vicissitudes before Freycinet’s map was officially published in 1811. But was it the first full map of
Australia?
Geography, Raciology
and the Naming of
Oceania, 1750–1850

Sealing had been an industry in the North Atlantic and Arctic seas since at least 1593. This paper
focuses on the relationship between explorers’ reports and the activity of sealers in the official
and unofficial charting of the islands of the southern oceans.

This paper examines the discovery and naming of the Scullin Monolith and the attempts to
accurately map the position of those features in the Gustav Bull Mountains.

LUNCH
Chair: Dr Brendan Whyte

1.15 – 1.45 pm

Charting the Sealing
Islands of the Southern
Ocean

John Manning

Frederik Muller
11.45 – 12.15 pm

The Australian Hydrographic Service is a small organisation of hydrographic surveyors and nautical
cartographers with a great responsibility in surveying and charting the waters of Australia and its
territories. In its 90-year history, the Service and the Royal Australian Navy have had an involvement
in expeditions to Antarctica from the earliest days of Australia’s relationship with Antarctica and the
Sub-Antarctic Islands. While discovery and science would be the main focus of these early voyages,
bathymetry and nautical information collected would be used in the production of nautical charts
and publications to be used by mariners.

Chair: Professor Bernie
Joyce

Chair: Professor Robert
Clancy
10.45 – 11.45 am

A History of Australian
Hydrographic
Service Hydrographic
Surveying and Charting
in Antarctica

Charles Sturt travelled from Albury, along the Murray River to Adelaide in 1838. His interest was to
determine if the Hume River (as it was known near Albury), and the Murray River were the same
river. There have been accounts of this trip in several biographies but a map of the journey has never
been presented. A portion of his map of the Murray River, between Echuca and the Darling River
confluence, is presented here, the map notations for the countryside are compared with his diary
entries and the accuracy of his survey discussed.

1 – 5 pm

The behind-the-scenes tour of the Library will include an overview of the buildings and operations
of our Collection Preservation and Digitisation units.

The workshop will also include presentations on recent map digitisation projects at the State Library
of Victoria and State Library of NSW.

